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twenty canoes appeared below the habitation of the
French, all laden with well-armed men; others
appeared in the middle of the river, equipped in like
manner; immediately there was an alarm among the
French, and among the Algonquins who [147] dwell
near us; these last cried out that all was over with
their people who had gone to hunt beavers. At that
moment, an Algonquin canoe, going out of the
mouth of the stream which we call the Three Rivers,
was taken by its enemies in the sight of the French
and of the Savages, without any one being able to
render it assistance. While we were in this alarm,.
another canoe appeared, guided by a single man,
coming out from the quarter of the enemy and ad-
vancing toward the fort of the French; this canoe
carried a little flag, as a sign of peace. We cast our
eyes upon the pilot; in dress he appeared to be a
Savage, but by the voice we recognized that it was
Frangois Marguerie, one of the two prisoners. Hav-
ing set foot on land, he was conducted to the fort,
that he might pay his respects to the sieur de Chan-
flour, who commands there. Every one ran, each
one embraced him,—he was looked upon as a man
raised from the dead, and as a victim escaped from
the knife that was ready to sacrifice him, and from
the fire that was ready to consume him; they made
him abandon his rags, and reclothed him like a
Frenchman. All were full of joy, and treated him
affectionately, and after the [148] first caresses every
one became silent, in order to listen to him. He
said then, that the Hiroquois, desiring the alliance
of the French, had treated them mildly; that they
had set out from the country five hundred in num-
ber, of whom three hundred and fifty were seem



